
SAFETY COMMISSION AGENDA STATEMENT

Item  6
Meeting Date 5/04/11

ITEM TITLE: Resolution of tile Safety Commission of the City of Chula Vista
reconnnending that tbe Chula Vista City Council establish a 50 mph speed
limit on Hunte Parkway between O13anpic Parkway and Eastlake Parkway,
and that Schedule X of the register maintained in the Office of the City
Engineer be revised to include this established speed limit

SUBMITTED BY:  Principal Civil Elgmeer {@

Based on the provisions of California Vehicle Code (CVC) Section 22357 and 22358 and
pursuant to authority under Chula Vista Municipal Code (CVMC) Section 10.48.020, the City
Engineer has determined that a 50 mph speed limit be established on Hunte Parkway between

O13qnpic Part,way and Eastlake Parkway.

RECOMMENDATION: That the Safety Commission concur with staff and recommend the
Clmla Vista City Council establish a 50 mph speed limit on Hunte Parkway between Olympic
Parkway and Eastlake Parkway, and that Schedule X of the register maintained in the Office of
the City Engineer be revised to include this established speed limit.

DISCUSSION:

City staff completed a speed survey along Hunte Parkway between Olympic Parkway and
Eastlake Parkway in accordance with the California Vehicle Code Section 22357, 22358, 40802
and the Chula Vista Municipal Code Section 10.48.020, which indicates that the posting of speed
limits be determined by an Engineering and Traffic Survey at least once every seven years.  As
described in the California Vehicle Code, the survey shall include:

(1) Prevailing speeds as determined by traffic engineering measurements;

(2) Accident records

(3) Traffic/roadside conditions not readily apparent to the driver.

These roadway characteristics are then used to help determine an appropriate speed limit.  In
addition, the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (2010 MUTCD, Traffic Operations
Policy Directive 09-04) states that the speed limit shall be established at the nearest 5mph
increment of the 85m percentile speed. Also, if the 5mph reduction is applied, the Engineering
and Traffic Survey shall document in writing the conditions and justification for the lower speed
limit and be approved by a registered Civil or Traffic Engineer.
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Speed limits established on this basis conforna to tile consensus of those who drive tile street as
to what speed is reasonable and safe, and are not dependent on tile judgment of one or a few
individuals.  Speed limits higher than the 85m percentile speed are not generally considered
reasonable and safe while speed limits below the 85th percentile typically do not facilitate the
orderly movement of traffic.  Only when roadside development results in traffic conflicts or
unusual conditions not readily apparent to drivers may speed limits be further reduced.

Physical Conditions

Eastlake Parkway between Olympic Parkway and Hunte Pall(way is 8,534 feet (1.62 miles) long
and 104'-120' wide curb-to-curb.  The street is classified as a Six-Lane Major.  High Tecb
High/Middle and Elementary schools are located at the intersection Discovery Falls Drive. Bike
lanes exist along both sides of the segment and no parking is allowed. At the intersection of
Hunte Parkway and Eastlake Parkway, the three tbru lanes and the dual left-turn lanes are closed

and traffic is diverted to the two right-turn lanes.

The following table describes tile existing conditions along Hunte Parkway:

Segment Limits         Hunte Parkway between Olympic Parkway and Eastlake Parkway

8,534 feet (1.62 miles)/varies fronl 104' - 120' curb to curb with 4'-24'
Length/Width          raised medians

Classification          6-Lane Major
ADT (Year)            1,098 (2010)
Exist. Speed Limit      None
85"'% Speed

Number of Lanes

Parldng and Bike
Facilities

52 mph between Olympic Parkway and Eastlake Parkway
6 total lanes (3 per direction). Right turn lane pockets exist for the Otay
Ranch Town Center, Market Place shopping center and Eastlake

Parkwayz
6 lanes, right-turn and left-turn pockets, crosswalks and limit lines.
No Parking allowed. Bike lanes are located along the entire segment in

both directions.

Accident Rate:
Segment / State

Special Conditions

Horizontal Alignment

Vertical Alignment

Residential and multi-family residential with no direct driveway access
Land Use

or frontage.
A horizontal curve is located 800' south of Evening Star Street with a
radius of 1,990' over a length of 610' along the centerline produces a

eed of 68 nlph.
A crest vertical curve is located 1,200' north of Exploration Falls Drive,
with a +2.40% to a -6.00% grade change over 1,600' produces a design

speed of 55 mph.
The accident rate at this segment is 0.51 (accidents per million vehicle
miles) and is lower than the rate of 1.70 for similar roadways in the State

of California (2008).
High Tech High/Middle and Elementary schools are located at the
intersection Discovery Falls Drive.
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CONCLUSION:

Based on the 85th percentile speed of the roadway, as well as other roadway characteristics
outlined in the Engineering/Traffic Survey, staff has determined that tbe 50 lnph speed limit
should be established along Hunte Parkway.

Should the Safety Conmaission, and ultimately City Council, establish the proposed 50 mph
speed limit, Schedule X of the register maintained in the office of the City Engineer would be
revised to show the following:

'/"    10,48.020 Schedule X - Established Speed Limits in Certain Zones - Designated

Name of Street       Beginning At        Ending At      Proposed Speed Limit

I Htmte Parkway       Olympic Parkway      Eastlake Parkway           50 mph

FISCAL IMPACT:

The establishment of the speed limit would require the posting of 20 new speed limit signs and
30 speed limit legends. The required signing and striping will be constructed and completed by
the developer as part of development requirements. Therefore, there is no fiscal impact to the

City beside on-going regular maintenance.

Attachmcnts:     Speed Survey
Location Plat

J:\Engineer','FRAFFIC\SAFETY COMMISSION2011\2011-05\Hunlc Pnrk ay\Spccd Limit Hunte Parkway.doc


